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A Métis lawyer is claiming victory for traditional land users after the Alberta government today withdrew a charge against a Saskatchewan Métis man for hunting in a closed season.

Alfred Janvier, 68, shot a moose in March 2005 while on his way to visit his sister-in-law in Chard, Alberta. He was traveling on the winter road from La Loche. A conservation officer patrolling the area laid the charge. La Loche is 618 kilometres northwest of Saskatoon.

The Crown presented its case in Fort McMurray court in January 2007. The defence was scheduled to present its case, claiming Constitutional rights, in May 2008, said lawyer Clem Chartier.

The Métis argued their traditional right to harvest game for food extends throughout their traditional hunting areas, regardless of provincial boundaries that were later created by governments.

Chartier intended to provide evidence of kinship ties between the Métis of northwest Saskatchewan and northeast Alberta and about their historical and contemporary interactions and harvesting practices, he said in an interview.

The defence also intended to bring expert witnesses to support it case, Chartier said.

He called the withdrawal of charges, "a significant victory," for Métis.

"This decision not to proceed confirms our long stated assertions that the artificially created provincial boundaries do not cut off or contain our harvesting rights over our traditional harvesting territories, which do, in fact, cross provincial boundaries," Chartier said. "The mere fact that the Crown has dropped this case is confirmation of what we have always said. We, as one of the aboriginal peoples of this region have aboriginal harvesting rights in this, our traditional territory, which are protected by Canada's Constitution," said Bill Loutitt, president of the Fort McMurray Métis local 1935 in a news release.
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Excellent News! 

