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Restoring the title - Marlene Lanz (L) the outgoing president of the Métis Nation of Alberta Zone III and Ephram Bouvier (R) , the current manager of the campground, unfurl the banner decalring the campground srenamed. Permanent name plates will be installed later. 
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Exactly 125 years after the last bison hunting party was organized under the leadership of Gabriel Dumont, the location where the hunting party set out from was restored to its original name of "Tail Creek" at a ceremony on Wednesday, July 30. 

The ceremony led by Marlene Lanz, the outgoing President of Métis Nation Zone III, completed the process of the transformation of the campground previously known as Content Bridge to its new status as part of the "Boomtown Trail" project. 

Although attended by a few more than two dozen individuals, the ceremony was full of symbolism, history and prayers of gratitude to the "Heavenly Father" for the realization of yet another milestone in the recoginition of Métis history.

The 31,5 acre area was purchased by the Metis Nation Zone III from the County of Stettler last November at a cost of $2 ($1 per plot).

The transfer of the territory to Métis ownership follows three years of management of the campground by Métis nation of Alberta.

Reeve Vic Carey of County of Stettler said he was very happy that the process of the transfer of the campground property had been concluded smoothly.

Marlene Lanz said according to data dating back to the middle of the 19th century, there were as many as 400 cabins and more than 2,000 Métis living in the area surrounding the very camp ground which was renamed.

Speakers at the ceremony told how the decline of bison herds had made life more difficult for both Métis and First Nations living in the area and how that process had led to the disbandment of the community there.

Heather Devine, a historian contracted by the Métis Nation to conduct research into the presence and history of Métis in the area, and a Métis herself, said some digging had already been done in the area and some fantastic evidence had already been discovered.

She said their research would cover the larger region of Buffalo Lake shores and adjacent areas.

Devine said after 1885 the Métis presence in the area had declined rapidly as a result of Canadian military forces taking control of the region following the defeat of Louis Riel and his fellow Métis fighters.

Ken Duncan, the spokesperson for the Boomtown Trail, said they were glad to have the Métis Nation as partners in their regional tourism project.

"We are really excited about working with them and we are hopeful that we can work with the First Nations as well," he said.

"They have really some exciting plans and we are proud to be associated with them" Duncan said in reference to the preparations made by Métis managers of the camp ground to attract campers to the area.

Following the ceremony a Métis Nation convoy of wagons and horsemen set out on a three day journey to Big Valley, which ended Friday Aug.1 with a parade on Main Street immediately after the arrival of the Alberta Prairie Steam Train on a special journey.

Remembrances of the history of the region went on Saturday with a show of two sheriffs drawing and shooting faster than unruly robber cowboys. (See Big Valley Days page for photos) 

